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© UNICEF Iran 
Children are playing in a 
school yard in Chaldoran 
town, West Azerbaijan 
Province, Iran. 
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© UNICEF Iran
Dr Will Parks, UNICEF Iran 
Representative, 2015 until 
present. 
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Tabrik to:
 
UNICEF Iran for seven 
magnificent decades of 
achievement for children and 
families in Iran. My deepest 
appreciation for Bahareh, 
Behnaz and Azine for this 
initiative to record wonderful 
stories of the experiences of 
UNICEF Iran from the late 1940s 
to the present day. Sincere 
thanks to the children, young 
people, Government colleagues, 
former Representatives, our 
Goodwill Ambassador Ms 
Mahtab Keramati, and past and 
present staff members who 
have shared their memories of 
UNICEF Iran.

UNICEF has a proud history of 
delivering results for children 

and young people in Iran 
and as I have the honour of 
being UNICEF Iran’s current 
Representative, I would like to 
reflect upon just a few of the 
highlights across the decades of 
UNICEF’s work in Iran.

Some of our earliest support 
was in the field of public health, 
including mass immunization 
campaigns against tuberculosis, 
which eventually led to 
national production of the anti-
tuberculosis vaccine, and the 
establishment of a Pasteurized 
Milk Factory to assist in 
children’s nutrition. 

After a formal office was 
opened in Iran in 1984, from 
the mid-1980s to 2010, 
UNICEF Iran managed one of 

the region’s most successful 
greetings card sales operation 
involving many famous Iranian 
artists.

This operation provided 
important finance to help 
support UNICEF’s cooperation 
with the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. An 
exciting new era of resource 
mobilization in partnership 
with Iran’s private sector has 
commenced in 2017.

During the 1980s, the 
Government, the national 
media, the health services, the 
general public and UNICEF joined 
hands to implement the Iranian 
Child Health Campaign which 
was to become world famous for 
its impact on child mortality.
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More stories in this booklet 
focus on other contributions 
UNICEF has made in the area 
of children’s health including 
assisting mass polio vaccination 
campaigns, helping nationwide 
child growth monitoring, and 
supporting Iran’s impressive 
primary health care services.

Over the years, UNICEF has 
worked with many ministries 
and non-government 
organizations to expand 
services for children, including 
enhancing literacy, providing 
education for children with 
special needs, and helping the 
integration of Afghan refugee 
children into Iran’s schools. 
UNICEF has also assisted Iranian 
children and young people to 
participate in global events 

such as the World Summit for 
Children in 1990.

Providing assistance in times 
of emergency has always 
been part of UNICEF’s global 
work. In Iran, whether it be to 
offer assistance to refugees as 
occurred in 1991 at the end of 
the first Persian Gulf War or to 
deliver services and supplies 
during the Bam earthquake 
response in 2003, to name 
just two examples, UNICEF has 
stood by national and local 
partners to ensure children and 
families are protected when 
they are most vulnerable.

UNICEF Iran will be here as 
long as it is needed, working 
alongside the Government, 
children and people of Iran to 

ensure that all children will 
have a chance to live their 
dreams.

Dr Will Parks, Representative
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© UNICEF Iran
Two girls attending a 
training session for children 
in the UNICEF office yard in 
Tehran, 2007.
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Immunization against Tuberculosis

"The Initiation of BCG Vaccine 
Production in Iran."

World War II was over. Many were 
killed and many countries were 
affected. Many survivors lived in 
poverty and hunger while incidence 
and prevalence of diseases among this 
weakened population had risen. In 
particular, tuberculosis, or "the white 
plague" had reached an epidemic level. 
In some European countries, the child 
mortality rate due to tuberculosis had 
even quadrupled during the war. The 
circumstance of the post-war years 
required a public fight against diseases. 
UNICEF was founded in 1946 to meet 

the immediate needs of European 
children after the war. From 1947 and 
in response to the request of the Red 
Cross, UNICEF came to assist the World 
Health Organization on immunization 
against tuberculosis at an international 
level.

With the Global Initiative for 
Immunization against Tuberculosis, 
UNICEF started its activities not only 
on child nutrition in emergencies but 
also on health care. In fact, the overall 
prominent theme of global public 
health initiatives in the 1950s consisted 
of campaigns to control and eradicate 
epidemic diseases.

Extensive programs for disease control 
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were doubtlessly among the first and 
the most memorable actions that 
directed the war-related international 
assistance toward developmental 
issues. These initiatives widened the 
assistance UNICEF provided toward 
the Middle East, South Asia, East 
Asia, Oceania, Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Meanwhile the focus of 
actions was shifted from emergency 
assistance for children to long term 
preventive health care.

Immunization against tuberculosis 
and BCG vaccination in Iran started 
with UNICEF support in May 1952 and 

was successfully completed at the 
end of the year. The overall estimated 
objective of the program was testing 
12 million people and immunizing 6.3 
million people. With this objective, 
11.7 million were tested and 6.7 
million people were immunized. 
The immunization campaign was 
completed with a high technical 
standard and it effectively covered the 
whole country.

Following this immunization, 
subsequent joint actions of UNICEF 
and the government on tuberculosis 
immunization were integrated in 
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the Public Health Services while 
local immunization campaigns and 
systematic immunization of school 
children were conducted by provincial 
authorities alongside other anti-
tuberculosis actions. UNICEF provided 
50 vehicles and some vaccines and 
equipment. The approval of the World 
Health Organization in 1958 led to the 
production of BCG vaccine by the well-
equipped Pasteur Institute  and the 
vaccine required for the continuation 
of the program was produced locally.



© UNICEF/UN047334/Mackenzie
A 'mobile vaccination team' give a measles vaccination to a child. (from UNICEF Global Photo Database)
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Equipping Iran’s First Dairy Factory

After World War II, fighting diseases 
was taking big steps forward using 
international technical support. The 
ability to act for public health had 
created an indescribable enthusiasm 
in the international community. This 
also created a similar feeling in the 
experts of international organizations 
to use a similar approach for dealing 
with children’s malnutrition. Provision 
of protein was prescribed for this 
purpose and one of the simplest 
forms of protein was milk. As a result, 
UNICEF that was active in the field of 
child nutrition founded on the basis 
of the first two decades of its efforts 

regarding milk provision all over the 
world.

Tehran’s Pasteurized Milk factory’s 
plan was prepared in Iran through 
the actions of the Ministry of Health, 
Programme Organization and UNICEF 
in 1954. According to the plan, 
the Programme Organization was 
supposed to provide the building and 
necessary funds through the national 
development budget and UNICEF 
to donate the required machinery. 
The Iranian government, in return, 
undertook to allot a portion of the 
produced milk - one and a half times 
the value of the machinery - to the 
nutrition of children in need and for a 
period of seven years.
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Thus, the first UNICEF equipped 
dairy factory started working in 1957 
in Tehran. At the time, the daily 
processing capacity was 50,000 litres 
which reached to about 85,000 litres 
of milk per day in 1965. Around 5,000 
litres of the milk was freely distributed 
then by Tehran’s institutions and 
centres. The factory, in addition 
to processing and bottling of milk, 
produced other dairy products such as 
yoghurt, butter, cheese and ice-cream. 
Gradually and considering the need 
to increase the production capacity of 
Tehran’s factory, the Iran Milk Industry 

© IRNA 1964
The public visit to Iran’s first Pasteurized Milk Factory which took place in July1964, Iran. 
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Company was established and also 
the construction of new units began. 
After the integration of the Iran Milk 
Provision and Distribution Company 
into the Iran Milk Industry Company in 
1979 and after increasing the factory’s 
technical capacity, the production 
of dairy products has been on a 
significant qualitative and quantitative 
rise.

Meanwhile, the establishment of 
the Pasteurized Milk Company was 
welcomed by the general public and 
this led to the establishment and boom 
of numerous animal husbandries. 
These animal husbandries were not 
established according to the traditional 
pattern in Iran but rather benefitted 

from state-of-the-art equipment so 
that they could produce milk in a 
healthy way using modern facilities. 
The boom of animal husbandries 
increased the products of the 
Pasteurized Milk Company and thus 
nutritional health of children was 
improved in Tehran.

Recently, and considering its historical 
importance, the Tehran City Council 
proposed to turn the factory into 
the Milk Industry Museum so that 
interested people can visit it.



© IRNA 1964
The public visit to Iran’s first Pasteurized Milk Factory which took place in July 1964, Iran. 
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Sale of UNICEF Cards and Gifts in Iran

"Iranian Artworks on UNICEF Cards!"

Since its beginning, UNICEF has earned 
a large part of its necessary funds to 
support implementation of activities 
by selling its cards and other gifts. 
UNICEF’s first card was created in 1949 
and started an amazing movement 
for mobilizing financial assistance for 
UNICEF around the world. The activity 
continues to date, with hundreds 
of millions of cards printed to assist 
important programs of UNICEF and 
governmental actions for children.

The story of the birth of UNICEF 
cards is a part of the organization’s 

sweet fables. The first UNICEF card 
was created from the painting of 
Jitka Samkova, a 7 year old school girl 
from the Czech Republic a few years 
after World War II. The painting was 
sent to the UNICEF office by Jitka’s 
teacher as an appreciation for the 
emergency food and drug assistance 
to their village. The painting pictured 
a group of children happily dancing 
around a column of flowers under the 
sunlight. At that time, neither Jitka 
nor anybody else could imagine this 
picture to be the first UNICEF card and 
to found a large industry. Since then 
sketches from many artists around the 
world have been printed on a diverse 
range of UNICEF cards. UNICEF cards, 
regardless of generating revenue, 



27

© UNICEF/UNI41744/Antonelli
A painting by 7-year-old Jitka Samkova of Czechoslovakia.The painting was reproduced on the 1st official UNICEF greeting card printed in 1949.(from UNICEF Global Photo Database)
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selling cards and gifts, started in 1986 
and by 2009 reached 200,000 cards 
sold. 

Zohreh Akhavan recalls her memories 
from that time: “I got to know the 
story of Jitka and the birth of UNICEF 
cards from 1988 when I joined UNICEF. 
The fact that this little girl had drawn 
her colourful dream in those dark 
days of war and portrayed the right to 
happiness, playing and life thrilled me. 
It seemed to me that this 7-year-old 
child had brought up the issue of child 
rights years before the International 
Convention. In my opinion the story 
of Jitka was a phenomenon that had 
always given a new life to the UNICEF 
activities on cards and gifts.”

have always played an important 
promotional role in raising the 
public’s awareness regarding UNICEF’s 
activities for children.

Considering this and with the aim of 
maximizing revenue from the private 
sector for programs, the production 
and sale of cards and gifts through 
UNICEF offices was gradually stopped 
at the national level as of 2010, and 
was completely handed over to the 
private sector by the end of 2015.
But the following story portrays the 
growth and development of UNICEF 
Iran Cards and Gifts Section between 
1988 and 2002.

The activities of UNICEF Iran Office in 
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Akhavan continues: “I started my job 
as the head of this section with this 
knowledge and love and commitment. 
I learnt and devoted myself to 
introducing UNICEF in a way that the 
feeling for cooperation comes to life in 
customers.”

“For me, cards were like birds that 
brought UNICEF’s message of peace 
and friendship to other places, and 
clients were stars in the UNICEF sky. 
So we set our goal and decided to 
supply and sell a specific number 
of cards each year and improve our 

© UNICEF IRAN
A UNICEF greeting card, attributed to Muzaffar Ali, Iran, Tabriz (1524 - 1576), Folio 294r from the 
dispersed Houghton Shahnama produced for Shah Tahmasb. 
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performance every year.”

“Fortunately we could improve our 
performance during 15 years from 
200,000 cards to 1,000,000 cards. 
We started with 2 sale centres and 
reached 40. We started with 500 
direct catalogue posting and raised 
it to 5,000. Naturally this needed 
the attraction and absorption of sale 
centers, participation in exhibitions, 
and improving the direct contact 
with potential buyers which were 
mostly companies, institutions and 
universities.”

Zohreh Akhavan states: “In every 
exhibition we participated, UNICEF’s 
eye-catching blue invited everybody, 

especially children. Since very few 
people knew UNICEF, we managed to 
get close to our audience very slowly 
but did so with extraordinary effort 
and also an immeasurable love beside 
it.”

“In 1988 we introduced an artwork 
from Parviz Kalantri’s Saghakhaneh 
collection to UNICEF’s Art Committee 
which was published afterwards. 
Gradually more pieces from Iranian 
artists were introduced to UNICEF’s 
Art Committee in Geneva and New 
York.”

This was just the beginning and after 
a slow start, the work progressed 
and UNICEF’s revenue increased 
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continuously too. More than 
3,200,000 cards were sold between 
1991 and 1996. According to Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA): “Iran 
ranked first on the sale of UNICEF 
greeting cards in the Middle East 
and Africa” and “UNICEF greeting 
cards purchased in Iran in 1996 had 
the highest growth/rise amongst all 
countries in the world.” Many Iranian 
contemporary artists including Parviz 
Kalantari, Mohammad Ali Taraghi Jah, 
Mahmoud Zendeh Roodi, Fereshteh 
Shishineh, Yasamin Rafiei, and Faranak 
Sadeghei granted the copyright of 
some their art work to UNICEF.

Dr. Monica Knopfler, UNICEF Art 
Director for Europe, Africa and East 
Mediterranean, traveled to Iran in 
those years. Akhavan explains: “Her 
travel was a unique opportunity for 
our office. We managed to arrange 
several visits so Dr. Knopfler could 
get to know the treasures of Iranian 
artworks, museums, and galleries as 
well as the directors of museums. 
The international viewpoint on 
Iranian artworks changed after this 
acquaintance and museums such as 
Abgineh, Museum of Decorative Arts, 
Carpet Museum, and the Museum 
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of Contemporary Arts granted the 
copyright of some of their artworks to 
UNICEF.” 
 
Akhavan adds: “The decision of the Art 
Committee on the number of pieces 
of artwork and the number of new 
designs for UNICEF cards from each 
country was based on the increase 
in card sales in that country. Thus 
from 1996, when the Art Committee 
viewed Iran in a specific way, we 
gradually managed to progress from 
one Iranian piece introduced to 
the world in the beginning up to 50 
pieces of Iranian artworks in total, 
from museum pieces to the work of 
contemporary artists. On the other 
hand, the pieces presented in each 

region were usually selected from the 
same region. We, in Iran, also used to 
order from the Middle East and North 
Africa region catalogues until 1988 
when the Regional Office and Central 
Office achieved a wider knowledge 
of Iranian artworks and the first 
catalogue was published in Iran with 
Iranian subjects and designed by Bijan 
Jenab. In addition to this, we managed 
to present pieces from other regions, 
including Europe, in Iran.”

In 1998 more than 1,400,000 
UNICEF cards along with other 
gifts were sold in Iran which was 
a unique achievement. Now that 
the sale revenue had surpassed 
the expenditure, it was possible to 



© UNICEF IRAN 
A sales point of UNICEF items in Tehran 
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directly support the activities of 
projects that would affect the lives 
of Iranian children. For instance the 
income generated from 2000 sales 
was spent on activities like literacy 
and nutrition in deprived provinces, 
training of health and educational 
staff, and purchasing water supply 
equipment for provinces affected by 
drought like Fars, Khorasan and Sistan 
and Balouchestan. Also in 2002, the 
relief activities for people affected by 
earthquake in Qazvin and floods in 
Golestan was supported by the sale of 
UNICEF cards and gifts.

“After that, catalogues, pamphlets 
and brochures of UNICEF’s cards and 
gifts section were prepared in the 

Iran Office with the efforts of the 
section’s team. We mentioned in 
these catalogues: By buying UNICEF’s 
beautiful cards and gifts you can 
share the happiness of festivities 
and celebrations with your family 
members, friends and acquaintances 
and also assist us in the important 
task of child protection through this. 
We proudly kept the potential buyers 
of UNICEF cards and gifts informed of 
prominent activities of UNICEF in the 
year to encourage them to contribute 
more.”

According to Shafaghat Zeidi, the 
Middle East, North Africa, Central and 
Eastern Europe Marketing Director 
of the Geneva Office, in 2003: “Due 
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to 15 years of brilliant services of Ms. 
Zohreh Akhavan as the UNICEF Iran 
Card and Gifts Sales Manager, the 
cards sales’ amount increased from 
Rls. 100,000,000 ($1,041,666) in 1988 
to Rls. 2,358,000,000 ($2,951,188) in 
2002 which indicates a 23 times rise. 
This extraordinary performance is 
beyond expectations judged by any 
criteria.”

Akhavan finishes like this: “It was 
a pleasure that we could get to 
know and establish an intimate and 
sincere relationship with well-known 
publishers, committed colleagues and 

famous artists to assist in promoting 
UNICEF’s goals and reaching its 
objectives. I hope that after much 
effort and commitment on our part we 
managed to put smiles on the faces of 
Iranian children.”    
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Together for Children’s Health

On 25 June 1988, when the Islamic 
Republic of Iran was in the middle 
of the 8-year imposed war with Iraq, 
one of the most successful projects 
relating to children’s health was 
launched in the country. This immense 
project, which sought improvement 
at a national level in 6 child health 
indicators, was “Iran’s Child Health 
Campaign.” 

Although the project was to be 
implemented under grave situations 
resulting from the war, it turned out 
to be an outstandingly successful 
project for children’s health. Dr. Alireza 
Marandi, the then Health Minister of 

Iran, talks about his memories of the 
significant undertaking: “There was an 
opening ceremony for the project in 
Firoozgar Hospital in Tehran. Ayatollah 
Khamenei came and I submitted to him 
my report on the events. Then he gave 
a speech. Then we asked him to give 
polio vaccine drops to a child to launch 
the operational phase of the project.” 

Dr Marandi adds: “We talked to a 
number of pediatricians and university 
professors and decided to use 
experiences gained from implementing 
individual health projects in different 
cities and villages across the country, 
then identify the most prevalent 
causes of child mortality at the 
national level, and finally come up with 
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a single plan addressing all of them. 
For example, diarrheal diseases and 
acute respiratory infections were two 
of them. We wanted to create a plan 
to make both people and authorities 
more aware of issues related to 
children’s health and encourage them 
to take action. Circumstances were 
very difficult because of the war 
and we had serious problems such 
as financing a huge non-defensive 
project during wartime, lack of full 
media coverage of the whole country, 
and non-friendly attitudes of other 
countries towards Iran, even our own 
neighbors.”

© Khamenei.ir 
Iran's then president and current Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, gives polio vaccine drops to a child to launch the operational 
phase of Iran’s Child Health Campaign in 1988.
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Dr Marandi recalls: “Popular volunteer 
force (Basij) helped; we talked to Iran’s 
state media and they did their best. 
We left no stone unturned, making 
speeches in difference cities, making 
colorful street banners and posting 
them on the streets. In the grim 
atmosphere of war, these colorful 
banners drew the attention of people. 
The most important thing to us was 
to raise people’s and authorities’ 
awareness of the importance of the 
health of mothers and children.”
On promotional strategies of the 
project, Dr. Marandi says: “For 
example, when we talked to people 
about maternal mortality, we would 
say, imagine when a passenger 
plane crashes, we all get upset. Now 

imagine if every few days, a plane 
full of women who are mothers 
crashes and everyone on board 
dies!” He concludes: “This significant 
undertaking in the health sector was 
accomplished by encouragement and 
support from the Supreme Leader 
who was the country’s President at the 
time.” 

Hamidreza Hosseini, who acted as 
the first UNICEF program manager in 
Iran from 1986 to 1989, recalls: “The 
project was named after a purest 
school of thought that existed in the 
society following the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution and was backed by the 
highest-ranking authorities in the 
country.” He adds: “This immense 



© UNICEF/UNI25811/UNICEF
UNICEF Executive Director Ms. Carol Bellamy meeting with H.E. Dr, Marandi & Senior team members, Ministry of Health, Tehran, 1996. 
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undertaking was initiated by Dr. 
Marandi and, in later stages, was 
supported by the elite in the field of 
health, namely Dr. Malek Afzali, Dr. 
Shadpoor, Dr. Pilevari, Dr. Sadrizad 
and others. Also, UNICEF actively 
cooperated in planning a public 
information campaign, including 
providing educational and promotional 
materials to television and other 
media. Training of other groups 
involved in the implementation of 
the project such as teachers, clergies, 
and Popular volunteer force (Basij) at 
provincial and city levels took a whole 
year.” He says: “The importance of 
the effort to reduce infant and child 
mortality was in the fact that it was not 
limited to immunization.”  

The campaign coincided with UNICEF’s 
Child Survival Revolution launched by 
Mr. James Grant, the then Executive 
Director of UNICEF. The project can 
be viewed as reverse engineering 
regardina the concept of development; 
meaning that rather than treating 
child mortality as a measurement of 
development, the effort is sought to 
directly reduce child mortality as a way 
towards development. 

In a throw-back to the great disease 
campaigns of the 1950s, UNICEF 
proposed using simple medical 
methods to vanquish common 
infections of early childhood. It singled 
out 4 techniques as indicators: growth 
monitoring on a regular basis, oral 
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rehydration therapy to treat childhood 
diarrhea, promoting breastfeeding as 
a perfect nutritional start in life, and 
immunization against the six vaccine-
preventable childhood killers. One of 
the strengths of the campaign was its 
low cost. 

Hamidreza Hosseini goes on: “Iran’s 
Child Health Campaign provided 
to families across the country 
immunization services, oral rehydration 
therapy, promotion of breastfeeding 
and using growth cards. The campaign 
was implemented in 3 stages and 
each stage lasted for 2 weeks. Many 

countries which had used one-
dimensional approaches (e.g. only 
addressing diarrhea or vaccination) and 
could not retain their accomplishments 
tried to use the Iranian model, but 
were not very successful at it. That 
was because, first, the Iranian model 
was specifically designed for Iran; 
second, Mr. Grant was also not around 
anymore; and third, those countries 
did not have people like Dr. Marandi, 
Dr. Malekafzali, Dr. Shadpoor, Dr. 
Pilevari, Dr. Sadrizadeh, etc. They 
also did not have a UNICEF office like 
UNICEF Iran.” Hosseini says: “For years, 
Mr. Grant used to speak highly of Iran 
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and ‘Iran’s Child Health Campaign’ and 
try to persuade the people who were 
not willing to hear something positive 
about Iran. He also invited me to some 
of his trips and speeches and asked me 
to go to other countries to talk about 
Iran’s Child Health Campaign.” 

Dr Alireza Marandi says: “In a time 
when we did not have any means of 
promotion or information provision 
outside the country, UNICEF, at its 
highest level, the Executive Director, 
Mr. Grant, would endorse our 
campaign… and not only one specific 
campaign or ministry, but all efforts 
taken in the country to promote child 
health. I remember once, when he 
was addressing about 50 ministers 

from different countries, he said, ‘I 
have travelled to your countries one 
by one. If I was to give a score to each 
of your countries, I would give 2 or 3 
out of 20! But I would give 22 out of 
20 to Iran. Because maintaining child 
health indicators during wartime is 
quite a task, let alone improving some 
of those indicators, like infant, under-
five, and maternal mortality rates! It 
definitely deserves some recognition 
and appreciation.”

The successful implementation of Iran’s 
Child Health Campaign together with the 
words of Mr. Grant resulted in increased 
national support for the undertaking as 
well as recognition of Iran’s successes at 
the international level. 
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© UNICEF IRAN 
A health worker measures the height and weight of a little 
boy in a Health Centre as part of the national Child’s Health 
Campaign, Tehran, 1988.
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The day Golbooteh can read a book

“It was during the first phase of the 
girls’ education 3-phase program 
that we went to one of the most 
disadvantaged areas in an already 
deprived province of the country. After 
completing the family questionnaires 
of the area and while we were 
returning to the Ministry of Education’s 
vehicle - which was parked quite far 
from the location of activity due to 
the bad road - I suddenly noticed a 
small girl running after me carrying her 
sleeping infant brother on her back. I 
stopped and walked toward her to help 
her a bit not to run more. The panting 
little girl with big black eyes said: 'I am 
the daughter of that family with five 

sons. I would like to go to school like 
my brothers. Be literate. Read books.' 
She kept walking with me pulling my 
coat and repeating that she likes to 
read books. While caressing her, I 
repeated: '“Surely. Soon you can do so 
for sure.”'

Samileh Mirahmdian, who worked 
about 17 years in UNICEF Iran as a 
Program Assistant, tells that back then 
she was the assistant of the Girls' 
Education Project. She says: “This 
memory from 1992 is so interesting 
and exciting that it impresses me even 
now that I am telling you.” 

The Girls' Education project was 
initiated in 1992 when Andre 
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Roberfroid was the UNICEF 
Representative in Iran. The project, 
which was exclusively designed to 
improve the girls’ enrolment in and 
completion of primary school in 
deprived provinces of the country, was 
implemented under the supervision 
and with the coordination and 
cooperation of officers and managing 
directors of the Ministry of Education’s 
(MoE) Office for Primary Education. 
The Literacy Movement Organization 
also had a positive and active 
cooperation with this joint project of 
UNICEF and MoE.  

© UNICEF Iran/Arfa
A girl student attending a primary school class, Tehran, 2011.
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The project initially started in 
UNICEF Iran through the activities of 
Niloufar Pourzand as the officer of 
Girls’ Education and Women’s Affair 
Development section. The project 
continued under the supervision of 
Ms. Yokin Ma, after her assignment 
as the Deputy, with the co-operation 
of Setareh Saedi, UNICEF Education 
Officer. Golnar Mehran, Professor 
of Education in Alzahra University, 
also co-operated with the Girls’ 
Education Project as a consultant. 
The project continued like this until 
2000. The project also continued after 
the assignment of Azin Movahed as 
UNICEF’s Education officer.

The three phases of the Girls' 

Education Project were: (1) finding 
the inhibiting factors; (2) facilitation; 
and (3) sustainability. These phases 
were implemented through regular 
field trips to five selected regions, as 
the most disadvantaged regions in 
deprived provinces, such as Kurdistan 
and Hormozgan. The relevant activities 
consisted of workshops, training 
classes with participation of parents 
and teachers of the deprived areas 
and people involved in the project, as 
well as provision of books and training 
materials required for the project.

As a result of these activities, Girls’ 
Education in the most deprived areas 
continued from 1992 to 2008 and was 
referred to in UNICEF’s global annual 



© UNICEF Iran
Primary school girls are playing in the school yard in Kashan city as part of their physical activity time, Iran, 2016.



© UNICEF Iran/Salehi 
Children's Day celebration for boys and girls primary school student, Tehran, 2011.
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reports, known as “The State of the 
World's Children”, in 1999 and 2000 
as a successful example, and thus, 
reviewed by officers/experts from other 
countries. 

Samileh Mirahmadian continues: “I 
hope this joint project of MoE and 
UNICEF, which was a good example of 
UNICEF’s successful projects for a long 
time, could justify the continuation 
of the project and be considered as a 
sustainable program through joint co-
operation of UNICEF Iran and MoE.”

She finishes her memory in a beautiful 

way: “Golbooteh, the small girl, is an 
example of thousands of girls who 
feel the internal need and desire for 
literacy, and to reach this goal, are 
ready to run and run and run.” 



© UNICEF Iran 
Andre Roberfroid, UNICEF Iran 
Representative, 1991 - 1994.



A memorable time as UNICEF 
Representative in Islamic 
Republic of Iran.

Andre Roberfroid, UNICEF Iran 
Representative; 1991 - 1994 

I had the privilege to be the 
first international UNICEF 
Representative in Tehran from 
1991 to 1994. I can say without 
hesitation that these years 
were the most memorable and 
rewarding of my entire career 
with UNICEF.

Although I was the first official 
representative, since 1985 
a UNICEF team had been 
working under the remarkable 
leadership of three successive 
national officers, Mr. Mahalatti, 
Mr. Hamid Hosseini and Mr. 

Reza Hosseini. On arrival I 
found a vibrant, enthusiastic 
and dedicated group of young 
talented people. They had 
achieved what most UNICEF 
representatives would dream 
of:

- a relationship of trust and 
confidence existed between 
the UNICEF office and our 
Government partners, including 
a strong personal relationship 
with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Dr Velayati and with the 
Minister of Health, Dr Marandi.

- The UNICEF team was 
recognized as trustworthy and 
competent.

My challenge was simple: just 
continue to build on such great 

foundations, keep the spirit of 
dedication, expand the office 
team, and maintain the trustful 
relations with our partners.

During the three years that 
I spent in Iran, the country 
demonstrated its capacity 
to take care of children in 
a manner that I have never 
seen in 30 years of service 
with UNICEF in more than 15 
countries. 

Early 1991, at the end of 
the first Persian Gulf War, 
more than 1 million Kurdish 
refugees from Iraq flooded 
the western part of Iran. In 
just a few days the Iranian Red 
Crescent managed to establish 
63 camps to offer a safe 
environment to the refugees. 



Within each camp a complete 
primary health service was 
organized and staffed, offering 
basic services for children. A 
detailed and well-documented 
request for assistance was 
sent quickly to UNICEF. We 
were able to airship the 
necessary medical equipment 
as well as medicines to satisfy 
the needs. The capacity of 
our partners to assess the 
needs, organize the logistics, 
mobilize the professional staff 
and implement the plan was 
overwhelming. It all happened 
during the first three weeks of 
my stay in Iran, and from that 
moment I knew that the Iran/
UNICEF collaboration could 
become a model.

At that time, UNICEF’s strategy 

was known as GOBI (Growth 
monitoring, Oral rehydration 
therapy, Breastfeeding 
promotion and Immunization). 
The Ministry of Health made 
it its national strategy for child 
survival and it became the 
core of the UNICEF program. 
The key for the success was 
the extraordinary efficient 
Primary Health Care network, 
covering more than 80% of the 
country with well-equipped 
Health houses and a wonderful 
training process for the health 
workers. With such an efficient 
public health infrastructure 
the GOBI targets were quickly 
achieved, particularly in terms 
of immunization coverage.

I have an especially vivid 
memory of the last campaign to 

complete the polio eradication.  
Contrary to all other campaigns 
it was decided to use home 
visits; meaning that a 
vaccination team would visit 
every household in the country 
in “one day”!

When I expressed my doubts 
to Minister Marandi about the 
feasibility of such an operation, 
he replied: “You do not know 
the mobilization capacity in this 
country.” And of course he was 
right. In one day, early 1994, 
more than 11 million Iranian 
children were given a drop of 
polio vaccine at home. A day 
that I will never forget.

Working in Iran was my best 
professional experience, not 
only because of the high quality 



of our government partners, 
but more importantly because 
of what I have called “the 
dream team” in the UNICEF 
office. During most of my time 
in Tehran, the team was made 
entirely of Iranian national 
officers, all professionals in 
their field, dedicated to the 
children and loyal to UNICEF. 
But above all they offered me 
their friendship which is still 
vivid until today. 

So thank you Reza, Goli, 
Mojtaba, Esfand, Kourosh, 
Niloufar, Toorash, Zoreh and 
everyone else. For my wife and 
myself you remain the best 
human experience of a long 
career.

© UNICEF Iran 
A child takes a happy pose in 
front of the camera, Iran, 2011. 
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Iran’s Health Network: A Successful 
Model

It was not the first time that James 
Grant, UNICEF Executive Director, 
visited Iran. This time he visited Iran 
to join the First ECO Summit held in 
Tehran in 1993. The Summit hosted the 
health ministers of member states as 
well as representatives from UNICEF 
and WHO. The then President of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Ayatollah 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, chaired the 
Summit. 

Addressing the Summit, Mr. Grant said: 
“In the 1980s, despite all problems, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran managed 
to halve its child mortality rate.” 

He also added: “The rural health 
network in Iran is one of the largest 
and most successful health networks 
in today’s world. In Iran, we see an 
effective model in rural health that 
many countries still have difficulty to 
achieve.” 

Formation of this health network 
started after the 1979 Revolution 
in Iran. In doing so, working groups 
consisting of experts and university 
professors were established in the 
Ministry of Health, including a working 
group on health services planning 
(comprising 5 committees: health 
education, family and school health, 
contagious and non-contagious 
disease, and environmental health). 



© UNICEF/UNI51221/Rubino
UNICEF Executive Director James P. Grant, 1980 - 1995. (from UNICEF Global Photo Database)
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Health policies and priorities were 
introduced in 1981. Responsibilities 
of different entities and their working 
relations, human resources needed, 
and standards and criteria for health 
services were then formulated. At this 
stage, there was a need to figure out 
the details of the operation, including 
the volume of the operation, share of 
each territory, etc. To this end, local 
experts were asked to prepare drafts 
of plans for expanding the health 
network to their areas. By 1984, a 
comprehensive plan for expansion 
of health networks throughout the 
country was ready. The new Minister 
of Health, Dr. Alireza Marandi and his 
Health Deputy, Dr. Hossein Malekafzali, 
were serious about getting the job 

done. A pilot project was launched in 
West Azerbaijan Province. In the next 
step, in every province, a city – usually 
one which could enjoy more support 
from the Members of Parliament – 
was selected in each province for the 
implementation of the project. 

Addressing the ECO Summit, James 
Grant reiterated that: “Iran’s Health 
Network can serve as a successful 
model and best practice in regional 
cooperation among countries.” 

It should be noted that the success 
of the primary health care services in 
Iran, which is ensured by the political 
commitment of the government, is the 
result of a number of factors including 
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using local staff, developing a data and 
statistical system for results evaluation, 
integrating different primary 
health care services, and the active 
involvement of and support from 
international agencies such as UNICEF, 
World Health Organization (WHO), and 
the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA). 

© UNICEF Iran 
A health worker registers the monthly growth records of a 
child in his health growth card, Iran, 1993.
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We care about Majid’s growth and nutrition; Child Care Card 
 





© UNICEF/UNI40148/Toutounji
Dr Sharad Sapra, UNICEF Iran 
Representative, 1997 - 1999. 
(from UNICEF Global Photo 
Database)



“With Children, For Children”

Dr. Sharad Sapra, UNICEF Iran 
Representative; 1997 - 1999

“The most satisfying moment 
for me was when 150 children 
with disabilities, 75 boys and 75 
girls, two from each province, 
came together to define 
what UNICEF’s support to the 
Government of Iran should be 
to address the issues faced by 
children with disability. Their 
call to focus and help develop 
their abilities rather than 
disability changed the way how 
programming is done for and 
with children with disabilities”. 

During adolescence, as in 
early childhood, people with 
disabilities are routinely 

excluded from the normal 
patterns of everyday life. 

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
the inclusion of the opinions 
and views of children with 
disabilities in the UNICEF 
programme-design process 
was ensured through three 
seminars where 150 boys and 
girls from all over the country 
with speech, hearing, visual and 
motor impairment discussed 
their shared problems and 
identified helpful strategies and 
activities. (UNICEF State of the 
World’s Children, 2003, page 
36.)
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We care about Majid’s growth and 
nutrition; Child Care Card 

The 15-month old Majid is on his 
mother’s lap, staring at the colorful 
papers on the table. The lady at the 
other side of the table who was talking 
to him kindly while weighing him 
and measuring his height and head 
circumference is now putting marks 
on this colored card with utmost care. 
She circles some items and notes down 
things; she talks to Majid’s mother 
about cooking and feeding.  

This is the Karkandeh health house in  
Mazandaran province and Majid and 
his mother are here so that one of the 
assistant nurses can measure and note 

down the growth rate of Majid every 
month and inform his mother. She also 
tells the mother what actions to take 
before she visits the next month.
 
The issue of Majid’s growth and 
development is an important issue, 
like it is for millions of under-3 year old 
children all over Iran.
 
The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 
(MICS) which the Islamic Republic has 
recently conducted in all provinces 
in cooperation with UNICEF, shows 
that Iran has stabilized progress in all 
areas as far as the 10-year objectives 
are concerned which were set by the 
World Leaders Summit in 1990. The 
only area where the objective is not 
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fully materialized yet is reduction 
of malnutrition among children. 
Therefore, prevention of child 
malnutrition has been agreed upon by 
the government and UNICEF as a main 
objective of the national plan. 
UNICEF’s role in cooperation with the 
Health Department of the Ministry 
of Health has been determined to 
advance the capabilities of the health 
system and strengthen the capacity in 
planning activities related to nutrition, 
awareness raising and promoting the 
participation of local communities. 

A variety of activities are launched to 
© UNICEF Iran 
A baby’s head growth is being measured at a Health Centre 
to monitor his growth, Iran, 1999. 



© UNICEF Iran 
A health worker is showing a baby's care card to his mother, Iran, 1999.
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increase attention to child nutrition 
such as promoting breastfeeding, 
the importance of supplements and 
attention to the emotional environment 
of the child. 

Looking back at those days, Leili 
Moshiri, a senior expert in charge of 
the child health and development unit 
at UNICEF says: “One important activity 
that we launched in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Health and the Bureau 
of Improvement of Nutrition in Society 
was to provide new growth monitoring 
cards which on top of reminding the 
vaccination and immunization dates, 

included nutrition too.” 

The “growth monitoring card” was first 
issued by the Iran Grocery Institute in 
1964 and was used in health networks. 
But the card was not suitable for 
winning the cooperation of mothers in 
interpreting their child’s growth rate 
and thus needed revision. The size of 
growth curve was so small that the 
growth decline could not be spotted 
easily. Thus the Nutrition Bureau put 
the revision of the growth card at the 
top of its agenda in 1998. 

In 1999, the scientific committee held 
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sessions to determine the content 
of the new cards and ultimately the 
committee approved a card in which 
there were different sections for sexes, 
the weight curve was magnified for the 
0-3 year old and the vaccination table 
and its guideline were printed. This 
card was a useful tool, the design of 
which was based on the ratifications of 
these sessions. 

“To finalize the growth monitoring 
card, we worked for almost a year…a 
series of new cards were printed 
and sent to physicians, experts and 
professors of nutrition and health 
as well as the members of the child 
nutrition national committee and 
departments of health all over the 

country. Then their suggestions and 
comments were collected. After the 
implementation of feedbacks and 
amendments, we embarked on field 
tests for the final approval and in the 
spring of the 2001 their wide-scale use 
began,” Moshiri adds. 
 
The test was conducted by the Bureau 
of Improving the Society’s Nutrition 
in cooperation with Shahid Beheshti 
Medical University and UNICEF through 
interviews with mothers, health staff 
and managers. 

When the cards were to be distributed 
for the first time, a one minute TV and 
radio clip was broadcast for awareness 
raising purposes. “Moreover TV 
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programs and special talks with the 
presence of Dr. Robabeh Sheikh-ol 
Eslam, the then head of the Bureau 
for Improving Nutrition, greatly helped 
society get to know about the cards 
and advance this objective,” Moshiri 
recalls.
   
Now almost 13 years have passed 
since the day Majid was looking at 
his growth curve on the table of the 
health house. Today he is 14 years and 
3 months old and ready to accompany 
his mother and aunt in visits to the 
health house for monthly check-ups 
of Hamid, his 6 month old cousin. He 

notices the “growth monitoring card” 
of Hamid and says: “Look mommy, this 
year I also need vaccination.” He thinks 
to himself: “My card is just 14 years 
older…just that!” 
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Achievement of the Goals of the 
World Summit for Children 

On 1 June 2000, Mr. Hadi Nejad 
Hosseinian, Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United 
Nations, submitted a Statement 
describing the country’s follow-up of 
the 1990 World Summit for Children 
Goals to the 2001 Preparatory 
Committee for the Special Session of 
the General Assembly. 

The World Summit for Children was 
held on 29-30 September 1990 in 
the United Nations. A high-ranking 
delegate headed by the then First 
Vice-President of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran, Dr. Hassan Habibi, attended 
the Summit. The Summit adopted a 
Declaration on the Survival, Protection 
and Development of Children and a 
Plan of Action for implementing the 
Declaration in the 1990s. The Islamic 
Republic of Iran, which had committed 
itself to the goals of the Summit, 
took wide-ranging actions to do so. 
The Iranian government cooperated 
with UNICEF in conducting periodic 
surveys to monitor the progress of 
the implementation of the goals of 
the World Summit for Children as 
well as the goals of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, including 
the Study on the Progress towards 
the Millennium Development Goals 
1995, and the Multiple Indicator 



© UNICEF/UNI51134/Barbour
71 Heads of State or Government participated in a day-long discussion that culminated in the Declaration and Plan of Action on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children, New York.
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Cluster Survey (1) in 1997 and Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey (2) in 2000. 
The latter was carried out jointly by 
the Ministry of Health and Medical 
Education, the Ministry of Education, 
and UNICEF and was aimed at shedding 
some light on existing differences in 
the quality of services rendered to the 
public based on geographical (urban, 
rural, etc.) and gender factors. Findings 
from these studies provided a solid 
basis for preparing the Statement 
presented to the United Nations by  
Mr. Nejad Hosseinian.
 
Here is a part of the Statement: 
“… As you know, Iran has taken 
significant steps towards children’s 
well-being and has achieved almost 

all of the Goals of the World Summit 
for Children for the year 2000. As 
the result of a strong political will 
to allocate the needed financial 
resources, a robust and far-reaching 
infrastructure, well trained staff, and 
development of policies to ensure 
universal access to education and 
health services, indicators such as 
immunization coverage, primary school 
enrolment, universal salt iodization, 
access to safe drinking water, and 
access to sanitary means of excreta 
disposal are now above 90%. 
According to data from the National 
Housing and Population Census 
1996, infant and under-five mortality 
rate were less than 37 per 100,000. 
Currently, access to basic education 
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and health services is almost 
universal. Rate of delivery in medical 
facilities with the presence of skilled 
attendants is more than 85%. Most 
recent data indicate even more 
improvement. Universal right to free 
and compulsory education endorsed 
by the Constitution of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is the main contributor 
to the increase in school attendance 
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 
Boys and girls have equal access to 
free and compulsory basic education. 
Primary school enrolment is more 
than 96% and more than 90% of those 
who enroll finish primary school. 

Countrywide, boys and girls constitute 
51 and 49 percent of primary school 
enrolment, respectively. Ratio of girls 
to boys in primary schools across the 
country has increased from 66% in 
1976 to 90% in 1996. Ratio of girls to 
boys in middle schools has increased 
from 57% to 83% and in high schools 
from 59% to 99% during the same 
period. These achievements are 
mostly the result of efforts to integrate 
services rendered by the public and 
private sectors at social, economic and 
cultural levels. Laws and regulations 
supporting universal education and 
health services for children, girls and 
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women were the main pillars of these 
efforts.” 

On 4 March 1997, a ceremony to 
acknowledge the achievements of the 
goals of the Declaration on Survival, 
Protection and Development of 
Children was held in Shahid Beheshti 
University in Tehran. Mr. Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, the then President of Iran, 
attended the ceremony along with 
several government ministers including 
the Minister of Health and Medical 
Education, Minister of Education, 
Minister of Agriculture and Jihad 
Sazandegi, Minister of Energy, Minister 
of Commerce and many academics. 
The UNICEF Representative in Iran 
expressed gratitude and appreciation 

on behalf of the Executive Director 
of UNICEF, Ms. Carol Bellamy, for the 
Islamic Republic of Iran’s advances 
regarding mothers’ and children’s 
health. In a letter written by Ms. Carol 
Bellamy and read at the ceremony, 
she described the achievements of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding 
mothers’ and children’s health as a 
cause for pride. The late President 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr. 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, described the 
comments of Ms. Bellamy as valuable 
and said: “The biggest contributor to 
Iran’s success was the implementation 
of the carefully planned programs 
which we knew we were capable 
of doing. These programs which 
targeted universal education, children’s 



© UNICEF/UNI51126/Barbour  
Children representing countries around the world participate in the Outdoor Forum, of UNHQ in celebration of the World Summit for Children. (from UNICEF Global Photo Database)



© UNICEF Iran 
A group of children from an NGO take part in a Children's Day celebration supported by UNICEF, Iran, 2010. 
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immunization and improvement of 
health services were implemented 
using trained staff and all other means 
required. And the result was the sweet 
success that we experienced.” 



9
2001

   Inclusive Education: Education for Children with Special Needs
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Inclusive Education: Education for 
Children with Special Needs  

Through collaboration between the 
Ministry of Education and the Special 
Education Organization, an Inclusive 
Education pilot project was conducted 
in Gilan and Isfahan provinces in the 
academic year of 2001. 1,016 students 
with special needs participated in 
the project. An educational trip was 
organized for a group of administrators 
(management and planning experts 
in the field of education and special 
education) from the capital and other 
provinces to view similar successful 
practices. In the next step, the 
requirements of the project such as 
books, notebooks, educational videos, 

etc. were prepared. A joint working 
group consisting of representatives 
of the State Welfare Organization, 
the Ministry of Health and Medical 
Education, the Welfare Sciences 
University and other experts was 
formed to guide future interventions.
 
Following the ideas presented in 
1999, inter-sectoral cooperation 
among UNICEF, the State Welfare 
Organization, the Children’s Book 
Council, and the Institute for 
Intellectual Development of Children 
and Young Adults culminated in 
opening of the first “Inclusive Library” 
of the country. The library offered 561 
Braille books for blind children, 50 
tactile books, 514 audio books, 500 



© UNICEF Iran 
A teacher is helping a child to write, in a preschool class in West Azerbaijan Province, Iran, 2001.



86

other books for children with other 
visual impairments, and 76 videos for 
children with hearing impairments. 
Also, a number of experienced 
librarians were trained to work in the 
Inclusive Library. The venue, the Library 
21 of the Institute for Intellectual 
Development of Children and Young 
Adults, was tailored and equipped 
specifically for this purpose to open on 
3 December 2001, the International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities.
 
Commenting on the project, the 
Deputy Minister of the Ministry 
of Culture and Islamic Guidance 
expressed his hopes for future 
cooperation on the part of his Ministry 
by preparing other libraries with the 

same function as well as paying more 
attention, in general, to issues related 
to people with disabilities in future 
cultural policy-making of the country.
 
Suleiman Diallo, the then UNICEF 
Representative in Iran emphasized 
the importance of sensitizing and 
raising public awareness of citizens 
to change the existing discrimination 
and negative attitudes towards 
the circumstances of children with 
disabilities. He said: “In many societies, 
a top-down, strong-to-weak attitude 
towards people with disabilities is the 
dominant culture which cannot be 
the solution to the existing problems 
of these people. An Inclusive Library 
is a place where children with special 



needs have the opportunity to 
participate in and experience normal 
social life and practice their citizenship 
rights.”

© UNICEF/UN040595/Pirozzi
A child with physical and mental disability in the class in a secondary school for children with disabilities, 
2013. (from UNICEF Global Photo Database)
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  A child from Iran attending the UN Special Session for Children
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A child from Iran attending the UN 
Special Session for Children 

Today, Saran Lotfollahzadeh is doing 
her internship on the specialty of 
general operations in Kurdistan and in 
a few weeks will start working as an 
assistant sub-specialist in the pediatrics 
department of Shahid Beheshti 
University.
  
“I got acquainted with UNICEF in 
2000. There was a plan in which they 
wanted to select some youth as Iran 
representatives in the Middle East 
North Africa [MENA] summit and in 
view of UN and UNICEF geographical 
divisions, Iran was part of this MENA 
region,” Saran explains.  

Saran was 16 at that time and a young 
member of the “child book council.” 
It was the spring of 2000. Ten years 
had passed since the “World Summit 
for Children” was held and although 
there were some distinct progress in 
the situation of children, there were 
still millions of children and youth the 
world over who were living in despair. 
At that time, to have an impact on 
the future of these children, UNICEF 
launched a wide-scale program called 
“world movement for children.” Nelson 
Mandela led the initiative which called 
upon world leaders to cooperate with 
each other to make the necessary 
changes for the next generation 
of children's access to wellbeing, 
education and welfare. The UN General 



Assembly was to hold a special session 
in September 2001 in the presence of a 
big number of world leaders alongside 
representatives from the private sector, 
civil society, as well as children and 
adolescents themselves. The special 
session was for all nations to renew 
their commitment to the fulfilment 
of the rights of all the children in the 
presence of representatives from 
various groups from around the world.  
To contribute to this world movement, 
activities began in Iran too. On top of 
drawing up reports and preparing for 
the departure of governmental and 
non-governmental representatives 

© UNICEF Iran 
Saran Lotfollahzadeh, Pediatric Surgery Fellowship, holds a 14 month baby before the 
start of an emergency operation.
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to this summit, the participation of a 
youth group was also part of the plan; 
youth who can represent their Iranian 
peers in the “special session of the UN 
General Assembly for children.” 

Efforts were launched to identify 
active youth who were familiar with 
social topics and through national 
and regional workshops, the final 
participants were selected. 

“A few non-governmental organizations 
who mostly worked with the youth 
were supposed to send some 
representatives to Jordan to participate 
in a workshop of the regional summit. 
At first, four people from the Child 
Book Council, two from Dialogue 

among Civilizations, four from an 
environment group and two from the 
Organization of Education of Children 
with special needs were selected. One 
of the very first plans was a workshop 
which was organized at UNICEF with 
the aim of selecting the participants 
for the regional MENA summit,” Saran 
continues. 
 
“Later, thanks to some of the 
communication officers in UNICEF, 
a structure called the UNICEF Youth 
Advisory Board was shaped which was 
beyond a one-off development just 
for a certain summit. Over a period 
of 1.5 - 2 years, a series of short-term 
programs were to be organized with 
the help of these 10-11 adolescents 



© UNICEF/UNI37017/Markisz
Delegates to the Children's Forum gather for a group portrait at the close of their first day of meetings at UNHQ, 2002.



© UNICEF IRAN
Peer educators talk to their peers on HIV/AIDS prevention in a health centre, in Bandar Abbas City, Iran, 2007.
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in different areas related to rights of 
the child in Iran. The programs were 
to be implemented in different cities 
and provinces and finally an acceptable 
report was to be drawn up on the 
results for the “special session” in 
September 2001.” 
 
“The UNICEF Youth Advisory Board 
worked in many areas. The first area 
on which we focused was training 
on rights of the child and the very 
familiarity of the youth and the child 
activists with the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child was a major concern 
for us in the Board.” 

“I remember that one of the main 
questions to which I sought an answer 
was a simple definition of a child. For 
example in Iran a 9 year old girl was 
allowed to get married, a 15 year 
old could take part in the national 
elections and an 18 year old can get 
a driving license. To get to this simple 
definition and a regulated structure, 
various groups and institutes had 
to get involved. We participated in 
many programs, sessions and camps. 
I remember that even once there was 
a meeting in the presence of activists 
from the seminary and one concern for 
us was to bring some transparency to 
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this issue of rights of the child.”
 
“Another scheme was the appointment 
of a goodwill ambassador to promote 
a “world movement” in Iran. Ali Daei a 
soccer player of international fame was 
chosen and I clearly remember when 
we were trying to convince him of 
how much his well-known face can be 
helpful, how much he can contribute 
to a budget for children economically 
and how he can draw the attention 
of the media toward this issue and 
participation in the media campaign of 
'“say yes to rights of the child”'.
 
“Four of us were selected at the end: 
Behnam Sabaeiyan and Neda Ghiyasi 
from the Dialogue among Civilizations, 

Faraz Khanafari from the Education of 
Children with Special Needs and I from 
the Child Book Council.” 

Just a few days before the “special 
session of the UN General Assembly 
for Children” an unfortunate event 
- September 11, 2001 - happened in 
New York and the whole program was 
postponed. 

“Finally two students representing 
the government, an Afghan girl and I 
headed to New York in the spring of 
2002…” 

“The sweetest memory of my two 
year contribution is the day when I 
was leaving for the 'special session'. 
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Despite the fact that we had worked 
with the members of the Advisory 
Board for over a year and a half and 
had set our stance and objectives, 
when at midnight we were to leave, 
two of the children who are still my 
good friends after 16 years noted 
down the points that they thought we 
may forget on a piece of paper and 
gave it to us. After 16 years, I have 
never had the chance to experience 
the true meaning of team work again; 
not in any of my working places 
despite the fact that my profession, 
medicine, requires team work in many 
circumstances.That environment could 

really leave an impact on us so much 
so that the 16-17 year old youth were 
completely oblivious to any sense of 
competition…And believe me even 
today when I see these people, I 
remember how beautifully they shared 
their experiences with us just because 
we were representatives of the country 
regardless of personal likes and 
dislikes.”
 
“And finally about my most genuine 
memory at UNICEF… My whole life 
flow, my efforts to choose a major and 
my continued education in three stages 
of training as a general physician, 
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specializing in surgery and pediatrics 
are all somehow under the influence of 
my background of work with UNICEF. 
Indeed, all through these years, 
despite all the ups and downs of life for 
every one of us, when I look back I see 
that cooperation at the Youth Advisory 
Board affected the life of each and 
every one of us. Even today, I still wish 
to go back to UNICEF and start a new 
type of work as someone who can help 
with clinical or operational activities to 
some extent.” 



© UNICEF Iran 
A group of peer educators talk to their peers about HIV/AIDS preventaion in a health center, Tehran, 2010. 
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Which heart in the world did not shudder for the Bam 
earthquake?

Zhivar and the rest of the children returned safely today: 
A story of demining

 
I will surely get vaccinated, what about you?
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Kari Egge, UNICEF Iran 
representative, 2003 to 2005. 



The Bam Earthquake 

Kari Egge; UNICEF Iran 
Representative; 2003 – 2005 

The earthquake in Bam must 
be the event that made the 
deepest impression on the 
UNICEF Iran team and me; and 
the event itself brought at lot 
of challenges and change to the 
office.

26 December 2003, a massive 
earthquake at 6.6 on Richter’s 
scale struck the small desert 
city of Bam, 180 Km from 
Kerman in the early morning 
hours.  The earthquake, which 
was felt hundreds of kilometers 
away, destroyed the city, killed 
more than thirty thousand of 
people and left another ten 

thousand homeless and in great 
pain.

I got the message about the 
earthquake by telephone 
from the Regional Director, 
Tom McDermott, while I 
was on Christmas holidays 
in Oman. I was on a road 
trip when he called and I 
still remembered his words: 
“We do not know how many 
people have been killed but 
we know it is a massive and 
devastating quake since the 
epicenter of it is in the middle 
of Bam!” We started planning 
UNICEF’s first emergency relief 
interventions right away, while 
my friends and I were driving 
through villages, and passing 
fortresses and deep valleys in 
the mountains in Oman. It was 

quite absurd, but we agreed 
that we would help 10 000 
people, women and children in 
the first place, and then expand 
as we got more knowledge 
about the situation, money and 
personnel. 

UNICEF Iran was a small 
office at that time. 28 staff 
altogether, 2 internationals and 
26 national staff, so we needed 
all the support we could get. 
Tom started the personnel 
mobilization from the regional 
office in Amman and we had 
a conference call that evening 
with EMOPS New York Supply 
Division in Copenhagen and 
Geneva to agree on the way 
forward beyond our first 
request for a flight with relief 
material to land in Bam.



I had never been to Bam, 
but knew from others that it 
was a wonderful place with a 
great citadel, one of the best 
preserved in the world and 
of course on UNESCO’s world 
heritage list. I could not wait to 
get back home to Teheran and 
down there to help. Hamidreza 
Setayesh, Medical officer in 
UNICEF Iran was asked to lead 
the operations while I was 
trying to get back to Iran by 
the first available flight. That 
was easier said than done since 
all commercial flights were 
fully booked by Search and 
Rescue teams flying in from all 
corners of the world to help the 
Iranian Red Crescent in their 
first efforts to dig out survivors 
from the rubble. It took me 
two days to get home and I 

was pleased to find UNICEF’s 
Communication Officer, 
Marc Vergara, who had been 
mobilized from UNICEF Geneva, 
at the airport in Dubai. 

We flew into Teheran together 
and we set off for Bam early 
the next morning, realizing that 
we were not flying into Bam 
as we thought but to Kerman, 
a major city 180 kilometers 
away from Bam. The airport in 
Bam was partly destroyed by 
the earthquake and the airport 
terminal was not stable enough 
either to receive incoming 
goods and passengers from 
anywhere. At the airport in 
Kerman, we were certainly not 
alone. 

Several flights with relief 

workers, journalists and 
concerned relatives of people 
in Bam had arrived almost at 
the same time, and the arrival 
hall was in total chaos. Since 
I travelled with big UNICEF 
stickers on my luggage, I was 
quickly identified as the UNICEF 
Representative and made three 
interviews with Scandinavian 
and British journalists before 
I had even left the airport 
terminal. Fortunately, our 
UNICEF driver was in place and 
took us safely out of the city 
and we hit the road to Bam. 
After that, I only remember 
that we met an everlasting 
convoy of huge trucks and relief 
vehicles as we drove to Bam. 

The city itself was not easy 
to spot in the desert area but 



when we arrived, we found 
what we expected – the city 
was almost gone. The citadel 
was massively destroyed, 
and the old houses had 
collapsed. It was like photos 
from Hiroshima in Japan. Only 
chimneys standing up towards 
the sky as symbols of the total 
devastation of parts of the city. 
It was quite overwhelming and 
emotionally challenging for all 
of us. Fortunately, Hamidreza 
and Reza Hosseini from UNICEF 
Afghanistan had already 
started some immediate relief 
efforts with medical supplies 
transported in by a small plane 
from Kabul which had been 
allowed to land at the outskirts 
of the airport. 

UNICEF was in place and this 

was highly appreciated by 
the United Nations Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination 
(UNDAC) team, which had also 
arrived the day before. 

They were supposed to get 
an overview of the situation 
and help the UN establish 
itself in the city. In a short 
time, we managed to get our 
UNICEF team in place, and 
very many of the UNICEF Iran 
staff contributed massively to 
establish a presence in the city. 
However, where should we 
stay? A good question, since 
the few hotels, which were 
found in the city were shaken 
by the quake and in bad 
condition. I still remember that 
UNICEF had got two rooms at 
a hotel in the outskirts of Bam 

along the road to Kerman. The 
hotel was in a rather shaky 
condition and many relief 
workers preferred to sleep in 
the prayer room on the ground 
floor or in cars outside, instead 
of the hotel. There were still 
thousands of rather strong 
aftershocks and my bed was 
in fact moving back and forth 
in my room while I was talking 
to UNICEF New York on the 
phone. A bit scary. The wing of 
the hotel where I stayed was 
soon after declared as unfit for 
hotel guests as there was too 
much damage to be approved 
for overnight stays for hotel 
guests!

When the first, immediate 
relief dust had settled over the 
city of Bam and all the rescue 



teams and dogs who came to 
Iran for rescue from abroad 
had left, UNICEF stayed on. We 
started, under the coordination 
of a small but effective team in 
Bam, many important activities 
from early childhood care and 
support, water and sanitation 
rehabilitation, identification 
and reunion of unaccompanied 
children, health efforts in 
collaboration with the World 
Health Organization and 
supported 56 new schools 
in the city, all equipped with 
computers, libraries and 
science laboratories. All efforts 
were in line with our UNICEF 
Rehabilitation Strategy with had 
the slogan, “Turn the Disaster 
into New Opportunities for 
Children!”   

Through UNICEF National 
Committees, we managed to 
mobilize more than 32 million 
dollars from the international 
community. The funds 
contributed to realize most 
of the strategy, and we were 
also in position to help other 
UN agencies, and programs 
which had not managed to 
raise money to implement their 
plans. UNDP, UNESCO and WHO 
received money from UNICEF 
during the first year. 

The Bam earthquake 
rehabilitation period was 
very long and brought a huge 
number of new staff to the 
Teheran and Bam offices. The 
number grew from 28 to 98 
at its peak. The whole UNICEF 
“world” helped out, and it 

was energizing to experience 
how the UNICEF Iran team 
worked together at its best 
during this period. I trust it 
also lasted beyond my time in 
Iran. An evaluation of UNICEF’s 
strategy and approach is one of 
the best that the organization 
has on file. This is due to the 
commitment, dedication and 
professional efforts of the 
whole team.

The story of Bam is much 
longer, and a many faceted 
account of shock, grief, relief, 
rehabilitation, solidarity, 
team spirit, hard work, 
professionality and friendship.  
In the middle of such a huge 
rehabilitation program, we 
experienced all of this, and 
it is only when you get a 



distance to it that you really 
appreciate what we managed 
to do, since we worked and 
acted as a team in all instances 
and on all challenges. I do 
not remember all the names 
any longer, but my strong 
appreciation has always gone 
to all and everybody who 
played a role in UNICEF’s and 
the UN’s support to Bam. It 
strengthened our relationship 
with the central and local 
governments, with other 
agencies and collaborating 
partners and reinforced 
UNICEF’s global strength when 
it comes to emergency relief 
and rehabilitation in particular.  

© UNICEF/UNI39725/Noorani
Fatima,5, holds her dolls in 
a tent where she was living 
in the city of Bam. She was 
rescued from the debris of her 
fallen house, but 6 members 
of her family were killed in the 
earthquake. 
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Which heart in the world did not 
shudder for the Bam earthquake?

At the dawn of a cold winter morning, 
the earth trembled and a devastating 
wave of earthquake swept across the 
city, ruining houses, tearing families 
apart and swallowing the young and 
old.

The solid Bam Citadel crumbled, 
intertwining with the silent cries of the 
dead, the living’s cries for help, and the 
moans of survivors.

The earthquake had a magnitude of 
6.6 that shook Bam and its surrounding 
areas in the east of Kerman Province 
at 5:26 AM on the 26th December, 

2003. The earthquake, according to the 
official figures, left more than 26,000 
dead, 10,000 injured and more than 
75,000 homeless.

A few days later, Dr. Esmaeili, the head 
of Bam City Council stated: “In some 
areas of the city 100% of houses have 
been destroyed by the earthquake.
According to him: “In the early days, 
everybody was concerned with the 
burial of their beloved ones. Pits were 
made using loaders and the bodies 
were buried in a mass grave. 

Ninety per cent of the structures in 
the city were completely destroyed by 
this incident. Bam Citadel, the world’s 
biggest mud brick structure aged 2,500 



© UNICEF/UNI39748/Noorani
(Left-right) Atifa,7 and Fatima, 8, walk through their destroyed neighbourhood in the city of Bam, Iran, 2003.



© UNICEF/UNI39730/Noorani
UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy (centre) is received by Mr Jazayeri (second from left) Iran's Head of Disaster Management Team, on arrival to the airport in the city of Bam, Iran, 2004. 
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years was substantially demolished 
too.

In the wake of the disaster, the 
Iranian Government immediately 
guided and performed the rescue and 
relief operation. After announcing 
its readiness to receive international 
assistance and also opening its air 
borders for this purpose, 44 countries 
sent forces to assist Iran’s rescue 
operation. UNICEF also started 
its activities from the early days 
after the earthquake to assist the 
responsible agencies in their aid to 
the earthquake’s victims, especially 

women and children.
Dr. Hamid Setayesh, a then Health 
Officer with UNICEF Iran, remembers 
this as one of his most lucid memories: 
“Bam earthquake is a harsh memory 
that can never be forgotten. It was 
a Friday morning. I was out to buy 
bread when the Radio announced that 
Bam was hit by a severe earthquake. 
The very same day a task force was 
established in UNICEF with the 
Ministry of Interior and also in close 
cooperation with the Red Crescent. 
Flights to Bam were cancelled but 
we just managed to find a flight to 
Zahedan the same night. We arranged 
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with our colleagues in the World Food 
Organization and got to Bam using 
their vehicles. The first goal was to 
assess the magnitude of the damage 
and what could be done. It was a bitter 
memory and experience and even now, 
after all these years, it is painful to 
remember it.”

Dr. Setayesh explains: “There was 
nothing on the first days. Houses 
had been destroyed. It was cold. We 
used to sleep in the car. People had 
no shelter. It took time for us to erect 
tents and establish the health teams. 
Then flights landed and brought basic 
food and sanitary items. An important 
issue was reunification of children who 
had lost or missed their parents. Girls’ 

and women’s protection was another 
issue. Water and sanitation was 
another important priority because in 
the early days there were no sanitary 
toilets. It took us about a week to 
establish a few sanitary toilets and to 
provide drinking water. For a week or 
two, at least, nobody had taken a bath. 
It was a very difficult situation. Water 
and sanitation that seem simple issues 
in normal conditions are quite difficult 
during crises. Providing and equipping 
the facilities with safe drinking water 
and also a sewage disposal system 
proportionate with the crisis situation 
were the most important things we 
could quickly do.”

He adds: “There were different 



113

activities. The first phase, for example, 
was the rescue and relief and the 
main target was to save those who 
survived under the rubble and to help 
them to find a shelter. UNICEF, at least 
during the first few weeks, focused 
its activities on two main areas: first, 
child protection and second, water and 
sanitation. We also helped in other 
fields. I was a doctor, for example, and 
also cooperated with the World Health 
Organization, Ministry of Health and 
Red Crescent in the health sector.” Dr. 
Setayesh continues: “Child protection 
was the main activity of UNICEF while 
several NGOs in addition to the Red 

Crescent, the Ministry of Health, the 
State Welfare Organization and other 
governmental organizations were also 
engaged. Some toys were distributed 
and psychosocial supports were 
provided to children who had been 
injured or lost their families. It was not 
a small task and UNICEF performed 
very well in this regard. Yet the 
importance of these delicate activities 
might be overlooked during the crisis. 
I stayed in Bam for about a month and 
all in all it was a very strange memory. 
Those few weeks will always remain 
in my mind. It was one of the biggest 
UNICEF projects, and apart from the 



© UNICEF/UNI39745/Noorani
A UNICEF worker, helps hand out UNICEF notebooks to children in a kindergarten class held in a tent for people displaced by the earthquake in Bam City, 2004. 
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immediate aid work in the early days, 
UNICEF’s office remained very active 
from the first months until 3 years later 
in order to assist the reconstruction of 
Bam for children.”  
Several programs were supported 
during the 3 years of UNICEF activity. 
Three years means more than 1000 
days! How many people worked in 
Bam during this period? How many 
memories they have? How many 
children and families benefitted from 
the activities? How can one pay tribute 
to all these issues in a few hundred 
words?

UNICEF supported several activities 
in Bam during this period: Family 
Reunification, Child-Friendly Spaces, 
Water and Sanitation, Psychosocial 
Supports, Health and Nutrition, and 
the foundation of a Child-Friendly City.

Maneli Aghakhan, the then Child 
Protection Officer in UNICEF Iran, 
refers to her memories like this: 
“I went to Bam a week after the 
earthquake. I was supposed to stay 
there just for 3 weeks but it turned to 3 
years. I did not know then that these 3 
years were to be the most valuable and 
beautiful experiences of my life.”
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She remembers the unique public 
contribution in this great disaster: 
“During this period, I noticed the 
cooperation of all the people to 
build a city from those ruins: Bam. 
Governmental, nongovernmental and 
international organizations and most 
importantly the people of Bam were 
engaged. It was a difficult path, full 
of ups and downs. Sometimes the 
barriers and challenges looked like 
mountains.” She also remembers the 
love and commitment the atmosphere 
awakened in her: “Working with 
UNICEF gave me the valuable 
opportunity to get to know the 
stakeholders in different bodies and 
also the people of Bam. I could have a 

small share in improving the condition 
of Bam’s children. I saw how gradually 
the schools opened their doors and 
children returned to schools, how the 
children who had been separated from 
their families returned to them, how 
children played in and enjoyed Child-
Friendly Spaces, how the situation 
of shelters and water and sanitation 
improved and…”

Maneli Aghakhan finished her 
statement with a lucid hope: “When I 
left Bam I knew there was still a long 
way to go to reconstruct and heal the 
city’s soul and body, but when I look 
back for a moment I believe, in the 
depth of my heart, that we moved 
miles along this road with each other’s 



© UNICEF/UNI39734/Noorani
A family gathers in front of a tent and an open fire, amid salvaged household items and the wreckage of buildings destroyed in the earthquake, in the city of Bam, Iran, 2004. 



help.”

© UNICEF/UNI139744/Noorani



© UNICEF/UNI00036d/Noorani
Two children as they walk through their destroyed neighbourhood in the city of Bam, Iran, 2004.
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Zhivar and the rest of the children 
returned safely today: A story of 
demining 

The last bell rang. Boys, feeling 
released from that closed space, ran 
out of the school gate talking and 
laughing. They joked and the sound of 
their laughter rose to the sky. Zhivar 
shouted: “Let’s go to the other side of 
the plain kids.” That day, fortunately,  
children of Nashkash village went to 
the plain, played and safely returned 
home.

Unfortunately, there were children 
from this small village who went to this 
“great green plain perfect for hanging 
out” and died.

You can imagine how dangerous it can 
be to be a child full of natural curiosity, 
simplicity, and a love of playing, 
searching and discovering, and yet live 
in a field full of explosive remnants of 
war.

“Landmines” kill, injure and orphan 
children. In many landmine infested 
countries, one out of five victims of 
mines is a child. Mines contain some 
explosives in a metallic, wooden or 
plastic container of different sizes 
and are used to destroy or damage 
vehicles, ships, boats and aircraft or kill 
and wound people. Children are often 
attracted by the tempting and colourful 
appearance of landmines and explosive 
remnants of war.
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Not clearing landmines prevents 
access to homes, roads, schools, health 
facilities and other basic services or 
farmlands and irrigation schemes. Thus 
they violate almost all provisions of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
including the right to life, the right to a 
safe environment for playing, the right 
to clean water, healthy condition and 
adequate education.

UNICEF initiated Humanitarian Action 
on Mines many years ago and leads 
mine risk education. Part of UNICEF’s 
commitment focuses on rehabilitation 
and readjustment of landmine 

© UNICEF Iran 
Portrait of an Iranian Child.
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survivors. UNICEF also supports 
absolute prohibition of anti-personnel 
landmines at global and national levels.

At the moment, Iran is among the top 
three countries with the most mine-
infested areas in the world. Up to 42 
thousand square kilometres of Iran’s 
land are infested by undetonated 
landmines from the Iraq-Iran war. 
Meanwhile it seems that a large 
number of Iranian citizens who live in 
cities far from the borders do not know 
much about the risks of landmines. 
Landmines remain under the ground 
for years and often decades after 
the end of wars. At the moment 
around the world there are 90 million 
unexploded landmines and more than 

84 countries are dealing with this issue.

One problem that countries face 
regarding mine clearance is the lack 
of resources to cover the costs of 
demining. Fortunately this problem 
has long been resolved in Iran and 
minefield exploration and demining 
have been put on the agenda of Iran’s 
military and peacekeeping forces. The 
Ministry of Defence and Armed Forces 
Logistics, the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps, and the Ministry of Interior, 
have followed the implementation 
of Minefields and Undetonated 
Explosives Clearance project in 5 war-
torn provinces of Western Azerbaijan, 
Kurdistan, Ilam, Kermanshah and 
Khuzestasn from 2003. 



A “State Demining Center” has been 
established and a framework for a 
scheduled program in cooperation with 
the above mentioned bodies and also 
the private sector has been developed.

On a smaller scale, UNICEF in 
cooperation with the Iranian Red 
Crescent Society held 2 workshops 
in 2003 on mine risk awareness in 
Kermanshah and Ahvaz for around 50 
volunteers from the Red Crescent and 
the Literacy Movement Organisation 
with the aim of awareness raising 
through trainees and some educational 
resources.

© UNICEF Iran 
Some discovered mines near the borders of Iran with Iraq, 1998. 
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peace time. The Islamic Republic 
of Iran has always called for peace, 
stability and tranquillity in the world. 
Since, due to the imposed war by the 
Baathi regime of Iraq, 42 thousand 
square kilometres of the country 
is infested by cluster munitions 
and explosive remnants of war, 
we support national, regional and 
international efforts to clear areas 
infested with these kind of weapons 
and emphasize the responsibility of 
relevant international organizations 
and also all countries. It is necessary to 
appreciate the activities of all demining 
stakeholders of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran who have focused their sincere 
efforts and endeavours with sacrifice 
and devotion on clearing the areas 

According to the Mashregh Agency, 
the respected president Hassan 
Rouhani, while sending a message 
on the occasion of “International Day 
of Mine Awareness and Assistance 
in Mine Action” in 2014 reminded us 
that: “Peace and stability are amongst 
human beings' oldest desires during 
the history of life. These issues have 
always been threatened by aggressor 
humans and states. It is obvious 
that occurrence of war and armed 
conflicts will lead to use of violence 
through harsh weapons. Application 
of landmines in conflicts will not only 
result in their remaining under the 
ground after the conflict but also will 
cause several human, social, economic 
and environmental problems during 
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infested with cluster munitions 
and explosive remnants of war. 
Cooperation must replace violence 
and use of force and threat in human 
relations.”  
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I will surely get vaccinated, what 
about you? 

Ali was one of the 33 million who were 
to be vaccinated…

The nationwide measles and rubella 
control plan in Iran which was to 
eliminate these two diseases was to 
be operational for three weeks in the 
fall of 2003 in all health and medical 
centers as well as schools, educational 
institutes, prisons, garrisons and some 
mobile bases. 

The objective was to vaccinate anyone 
aged between 5 to 25 that is about 
33 million people which to that date 
was the biggest target group ever in 

the world. No doubt, the success of 
such a big plan required a multifaceted 
participation. One of the features 
distinguishing this plan from the 
successful experience of the national 
polio vaccination in 1988 was the 
need for expert staff for injection and 
maintenance of the cold chain to be 
able to keep and use the vaccines.
 
“The volunteers went door to door…
put the edible drops in the mouth of 
the child and they were gone…that was 
all!” Ali thought. 

Fortunately, the launch of the measles 
and rubella control plan was supported 
scientifically, operationally and socially 
all over the country in the best possible 
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way and enjoyed an unprecedented 
national will. 

The Ministry of Education, the Ministry 
of Higher Education, Popular volunteer 
force (Basij), the Ministry of Defense, 
the State Broadcasting Organization 
(IRIB), the press and international 
organizations like UNICEF were among 
the many entities that cooperated in 
this area. 

The main executor of the plan was 
the Disease Management Center 
and the strategy was mainly as 
follows: developing and supporting 

© UNICEF Iran 
Portrait of a young girl, Bam, Iran, 2004. 
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as contributing to the mass production 
of information sources and supervising 
the implementation of the plan, 
UNICEF effectively and scientifically 
cooperated in this project. 

“ I remember that day pretty well…
like all other boys, yes, I was afraid 
of injection…it was the last day of 
vaccination and my father had called 
and told the children to remind me to 
surely go for vaccination,” says Ali.
 
“A 6 year old boy called Peyman 
was seated next to me on the bench 
waiting for his turn. He whispered to 
himself 'I will surely get vaccinated, 
what about you?' He looked at me 
and suddenly as if to convince me and 

the required political will among the 
State officials, immunization of the 
target population against measles and 
rubella, increasing public awareness on 
the significance of vaccination, winning 
the cooperation of the private sector, 
winning cross-sectorial cooperation 
and strengthening the care system.
 
UNICEF was responsible for two 
major roles: 1- awareness raising 
on vaccination and the necessity 
of social mobilization to encourage 
the target group in the country to 
seek vaccination and 2- monitoring 
and evaluation of the coverage and 
efficacy of the plan. Studying the 
target population and the impact of 
messages on different groups as well 
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himself he said with utmost bravery: 
'See, it is not even painful! It’s like a 
pinch,'” Ali remembers. 

During these three weeks and another 
final week many artists, athletes 
and other outstanding young figures 
such as Peyman got vaccinated and 
repeated this statement: “I will surely 
get vaccinated, what about you?” 
everywhere to encourage others to 
do the same. Hossein Rezazadeh, the 
world weight lifting champion and 
the national soccer team were among 
these people. The radio, the TV and 
the press also repeated the same 

statement in this short period of time 
as a way of cooperation. 
During this period, the statement 
was repeated in 450 posters, 580 
brochures, 10,000 billboards, about 
8,000 minutes of national TV and radio 
programs, more than 275,000 minutes 
of local TV and radio programs, more 
than 1,000 special TV ads, 1,000 
minutes of news and reports and 600 
minutes of live programs on TV in the 
presence of celebrities to mobilize the 
general public. 

At the time of this vaccination, not 
only was Ali Solhjoo was the youngest 
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UNICEF colleague but he was also 
the only member of staff in all UN 
agencies in Iran who had to get 
vaccinated… Today after years of work 
and experience in IT in UNICEF as well 
as security issues at UN, Ali says: “I 
remember that day very well… when I 
go back, the UN resident coordinator 
in Iran humorously and laughingly 
congratulated me for participation in 
the measles and rubella control plan”.
 
Finally, following the multifaceted 
national and international efforts 
33,397,697 people got vaccinated and 
the plan was successfully implemented 
as the biggest injecting vaccination 
scheme of the world which was 
launched in the shortest possible time 

while it had the approval of scientific, 
cultural, social circles.



© UNICEF/UNI152031/Rashidi
A boy receives a measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccination. (from UNICEF Global photo database)



14
2004

Najib and Clean Clothes for School: Story of Afghan Refugee Children
 
 





134

Najib and Clean Clothes for School: 
Story of Afghan Refugee Children

Najib is a 13 year old boy and the 
third child of the family. He lives 
with his parents and 8 siblings in Kan 
neighbourhood in west of Tehran. 
Najib’s father came for work from 
Afghanistan to Iran several years ago 
and after some time sent them some 
money to come to Iran.
 
There are many Afghan migrants 
like Najib’s family who moved to 
other countries, especially Iran and 
Pakistan, due to continuous conflicts 
and wars in Afghanistan since 1981. 
Iranian government policies on Afghan 
refugees was generous for several 

years and around 2 million Afghans 
benefitted from services including 
access to social services, work permits, 
and subsidies for education, health 
services, transportation, and basic 
commodities. But over the years 
and following the changes in the 
international situation, Iran’s policy on 
migrants also faced changes.

Najib is working in a motorcycle repair 
shop. He likes his job and believes all 
children should learn a vocation and 
work while studying so they can build 
their country when they return to 
Afghanistan.

In 2007, in cooperation with the 
Bureau for Aliens and Foreign 



© UNICEF Iran 
Afghan refugee children are studying in a UNICEF-supported non-formal education setting in Shoorabad village, Tehran, 2017



© UNICEF Iran 
Children are having fun in their break time in a UNICEF-supported non-formal education setting in Shoorabad village, Tehran, 2017. 
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Immigrants Affairs, Ministry of Interior, 
and National NGOs, UNICEF started the 
Afghan Education Project to increase 
the access of Afghan boys and girls 
to primary education. A template for 
provision of education and access to 
other rights for Afghan children was 
initiated in line with this. Several joint 
activities were implemented by the 
co-operation of the parties during the 
last few years while the main role of 
UNICEF was to support the provision of 
technical knowledge and funds.

This alternative template for provision 
of educational services included 

psychosocial, recreational, and health 
services, and also life skills training 
for the children and parents. Over 9 
years through this program more than 
19,000 Afghan children, like Najib, have 
gained access to education, nurturing 
and other services.
 
An important step in the progress of 
this project was capacity building of 
nongovernmental partners in different 
relevant fields: project management; 
documentation; child-based education 
and learning; child rights-based 
programming and evaluation; and 
resource mobilization. Capacity 
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Now Najib goes to work every day at 9 
am and comes back at 1 pm. He then 
eats lunch and goes to school. After 
school he sometimes goes out with his 
friends, then comes back home and 
does his homework for tomorrow.

Najib likes the school. He studied the 
first grade in an autonomous primary 
school in Kan and now it has been 2 
years since he went to a school with 
the special program of this project. 
His mother did not initially want with 
him to go to this school because it is 
far from Najib’s residence but Najib 
convinced her that he goes and comes 
back with the school vehicle.

Najib says studying has helped him 

building on addressing child poverty 
for a group of key governmental 
authorities and improving policies for 
the provision of targeted subsidies on 
migrant children also took place.

Meanwhile, in order to return 
working children and out-of-school 
Afghan children to school and also 
to promote the social responsibility 
of small businesses, another pilot 
program was started. More than 450 
children and around 600 employers 
benefitted from this program. Its 
successful implementation led to 
the development of a guidebook for 
active NGOs called “Creating Social 
Responsibility/Accountability in 
Companies.”
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to help his parents sometimes. For 
example writing an address or reading 
something for them. In Najib’s family, 
his 2 older brothers work too. They 
sometimes argue in the house. But 
although his brothers are illiterate, 
they are happy he goes to school. They 
tell him he should go to school so that 
he can be “somebody”. Najib says if he 
is asked in his work to write the name 
of an item or calculate something, he 
can and he is happy of this.

These days Najib argues less with his 
siblings. He has learnt to forgive some 
of their behaviours. He says school has 

helped him to pay more attention to 
his sanitation, for instance, brushing 
his teeth, taking a proper bath, and 
washing his hands and face frequently. 
He says now he washes his 2 set of 
clothes regularly so that he always 
goes to school with clean clothes.

Documenting such stories, like other 
media and communication activities 
of this program, has definitely 
had positive effects on raising the 
awareness and attracting the attention 
of the community to immigrant 
children’s lives. For instance, we 
can refer to the production of a 
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historical decision, all Afghan children, 
either those with legal conditions or 
those who lack the legal documents, 
should be enrolled in public schools 
and with this scheme, one of the 
most important barriers towards 
the growth and development of the 
migrants’ community in Iran will soon 
be removed.

Considering this important issue, the 
future actions of this joint program will 
focus more on efforts to help Afghan 
children access public schools and 
prevent their drop out.  

movie based on the achievements 
of successful Afghan migrants in Iran 
which also emphasizes the advantages 
of the government’s protection and 
provision of social and educational 
services, as well as an exhibition of 
Afghan children’s photographs.

In Iran’s current context it can be 
proudly said that considering the 
Supreme Leader’s order stating – “No 
Afghan child, even migrants who are 
undocumented and residing illegally 
in Iran, should not drop out of school 
and they all should be enrolled in 
Iranian schools” – it seems that a 
new chapter in the history of Afghan 
children’s education in Iran is going 
start. According to this great and 



© UNICEF Iran
Students are playing after their class in a primary school in Karian village, Minab city, Hormozgan province, 
Iran, 2016. 
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10 years of joint commitment for the improvement of the lives 
of Iranian children

 

  





© UNICEF Iran
Dr Christian Salazar Volkmann, 
UNICEF Iran Representative, 
2006 to 2009. 



By Christian Salazar, UNICEF 
Iran Representative; 2006 -  
2009 

Iran is still deep in my heart, 
the colleagues in the office, 
the people, the culture and the 
fantastic landscapes. I have so 
many memories of the country. 
One is from around 2007 with 
one of our partners in the 
judiciary, Mr. Moghareh Abed.  
He came from a well-respected 
family in Isfahan and told me 
that he had studied acting as 
a young person. Perhaps this 
is why he did so many creative 
things for young people in Iran 
after he assumed his post in the 
Iranian Judiciary. 

One day, he invited me to a 

festival of young theater groups 
in Sistan-Baluchistan province. 

The actors were in fact 
adolescents from different 
parts of the country who 
had prepared theater pieces 
to “compete” with other 
provinces. I immediately told 
him how enthusiastic I was 
to join him and also offered 
to play some tunes for the 
youngsters, which he agreed 
to with similar enthusiasm. So 
we traveled together to Sistan-
Baluchistan. 

I selected a few nice songs 
from Latin America with good 
rhythm and interesting stories 
for the youngsters. When I got 
on the stage I got a big surprise. 
The room was not only filled 

with kids but provincial and 
municipal authorities. 

For a moment I wasn´t sure 
if they would appreciate the 
songs I had selected but then 
I thought – it’s for the kids, so 
let´s not self-censor. So I asked 
my dear UNICEF colleague, 
who was with me on stage – 
our health officer Mr. Seyed 
Asaei – to translate in detail 
my announcements with 
summaries of the content of 
the songs.  When I started to 
play it became super silent in 
the hall. 

After a few verses, some people 
began to take photographs 
with their phones and finally 
everybody put their hands 
together, clapping to the 





rhythm of the music. It was 
such a fantastic moment of 
unity of the audience with the 
Latin rhythms and the Spanish 
lyrics. 

I will never forget. It was a 
true UNICEF moment, bringing 
people together across 
cultures, ages and beliefs to 
do good for children and their 
rights. Happy 70th Anniversary 
UNICEF Iran!

© UNICEF Iran
Two boys attending the 
Children's Day Celebration in 
Tehran supported by UNICEF, 
Iran, 2011. 
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10 years of joint commitment for the 
improvement of the lives of Iranian 
children 

Celebrities who collaborate with UNICEF 
possess a wide range of talents and each 
of them has achieved great success in 
their field of activity. Yet they all share 
one characteristic: a commitment 
toward the improvement of children’s 
lives around the world. Every time an 
artist, an athlete or another celebrity 
starts cooperating with UNICEF, the 
reason is that they have shown such a 
commitment in their background.

UNICEF’s first Global Goodwill 
Ambassador, Danny Kaye, started his 
cooperation in 1954 on a voluntary 

basis and since then, UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassadors have played a crucial 
role in attracting public participation 
and co-operation in several global or 
national achievements for children.

Mahtab Keramati, an Iranian movie 
star, started her cooperation with 
UNICEF Iran in 2005 by taking part 
in UNICEF’s extensive awareness 
raising campaign called “Unite for 
Children - Unite Against AIDS” and 
was officially assigned as UNICEF Iran’s 
first Goodwill Ambassador in 2006. 
Keramati says: “I will stay with children 
as long as necessary and under any 
circumstances that my presence is 
fruitful for children.”



In the past 10 years, Mahtab Keramati 
has visited joint activities implemented 
through the co-operation of UNICEF 
and the Iranian government for children 
in different parts of the country in the 
fields of health and education. She has 
also participated in several activities 
and awareness rising campaigns 
in the favour of children including 
International Children’s Day, World 
Breastfeeding week, and World AIDS 
Day.

Keramati recalls her memories in 
this regard: “The then UNICEF Public 
Relations officer contacted me and we 

© UNICEF Iran/Salehi 
UNICEF Iran Goodwill Ambassador Ms Mahtab Keramati taking pictures with children during 
Children's Day celebration in Tehran supported by UNICEF, Iran, 2011. 
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discussed about cooperation for Iranian 
Children… and then it happened. I 
will never forget the first time I was 
supposed to come to this office. Any 
time I knock the door to enter the office 
I remember that moment. I remember 
a moment full of excitement, worry and 
curiosity. I was asking myself: What is 
UNICEF? What am I supposed to see? 
What message should I relay to the 
children outside? I was very curious 
and my mind was busy but I convinced 
myself that: no. UNICEF is not supposed 
to be an impenetrable castle! Every one 
of us can act, participate and have a 
positive influence.”

“Finally I entered the yard. At that time 
my knowledge of UNICEF, like many 

© UNICEF Iran 
UNICEF Iran Goodwill Ambassador Ms Mahtab Keramati, in the closing ceremony of 
the 30th Children's Film Festival, Isfahan, 2017. 
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others, was based on UNICEF products 
which had many sale centers. I noticed 
that the main center of UNICEF cards 
and products was on the ground 
floor of this building. Later, any time I 
entered the door, I took a look to see 
what new products they have. Right 
now as I am recalling this I am returning 
to those times. I looked around myself 
and saw bags, scarves and cards. I 
bought and felt how good it was that 
I could help children by buying cards 
and gifts. I still have and enjoy watching 
them.”   

“Although I believe I was not the 

only one who got to know UNICEF 
products. Many people did this. I 
think buying cards was amongst 
the sweetest occasions that people 
contacted UNICEF. Many people asked 
me 'How can we help?' and I always 
answered cleverly: 'Simple as this. Just 
buy these beautiful cards and gifts. 
Do you know the profit gained from 
selling these products in Iran will be 
spent for activities to improve the 
lives of Iranian children lives?' Then 
I continued proudly: 'I used UNICEF 
products for greeting cards ever since 
I can remember.' I always have this 
sweet memory with me. Even when I 
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This trip happened to be filmed and 
I did the narration when the film was 
getting ready for reproduction and 
distribution. At the same time, we 
visited a child-friendly school which 
was under construction using UNICEF 
support. It was before the completion 
and handing over of the school to the 
Ministry of Education. I already knew 
the location of the school. Now that I 
am sitting here I am really curious to 
know what is happening in that school 
right now and also I would like to know 
how the kids that go to the school 
feel.”

“Another wonderful memory I 
have goes back to the International 
Children’s Day (2007) when we 

came here and started my cooperation. 
Nevertheless I should humbly say that 
this was all I knew. What UNICEF work is 
like and what UNICEF is supposed to do 
for Iranian children was a big question 
mark. I gradually got to know that and 
have several memories in this way.”
  
“One incident that happened during my 
10 years of co-operation was visiting 
Bam after that unpleasant earthquake 
that shook not only me but all the 
people in Iran and the world. I visited 
the project for changing and improving 
Bam’s sewage canals which was being 
implemented with the support of 
UNICEF and I felt proud that I was 
travelling there at that time and in the 
middle of implementation in 2007. 
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celebrated the whole week through the 
assistance of the Karnameh Institute 
with the participation of other artists 
in the Iranian Artists’ Forum. It was an 
extremely nice and positive program 
and during the week I returned to my 
childhood. I had fun and enjoyed along 
with the children over there. I will never 
forget this. I wish we could do it again. 
I am sure, considering the experiences 
I have now, we can repeat it and make 
it even more glorious, positive and 
fruitful.”
 
Keramiti concluding with a sense of 
hope: “Working for children is one of 

my sincere concerns. Relying on my 
current experiences and along with my 
acting profession, which is extremely 
important for me, I hope to do my 
best to continue this co-operation for 
children in the best possible way.” 
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Marking UNICEF’s 70th Anniversary 

Majid, Najib, Golbooteh, Ali, Saran… 
these are not just the names of some 
children who happen to live in Iran. 
Behind these names and many others, 
there are stories to be told…stories of 
Iranian children, their lives and their 
circumstances… stories of elders… 
and stories of people who work night 
and day to make possible a happy and 
healthy life for children. 

There are many entities around the 
world that work to better the lives of 
children and UNICEF is the one with the 
most encompassing scope of activities.
 
Through its 70-year long efforts, UNICEF 

has helped governments and societies 
to make the world a better place for 
children. By advocating for women’s 
and children’s rights, UNICEF has 
constantly endeavored to help create 
a world where children can enjoy the 
best possible care from birth, health 
and free education later on, and a 
healthy adolescence.
 
The present booklet, a UNICEF 
publication, which is made up 
of stories and interviews with 
different people about the programs 
implemented jointly by UNICEF and the 
Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, marks the 70th anniversary of 
UNICEF. Interviewees include children 
and families who participated in the 
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programs, governmental partners, and 
current and former staff of the UNICEF 
Iran office. National and international 
official statistics, documents, reports as 
well as news from the media have also 
been used in the preparation of this 
booklet.
 
The stories cited in the booklet are 
not all the stories that exist. Obviously, 
naming all the entities and people 
involved in the activities in a small 
booklet is next to impossible. We extend 
our gratitude and appreciation to all the 
people who worked with us for children 
and apologize for not mentioning 

© UNICEF Iran
UNICEF Iran Office celebrates the UNICEF’s 70th anniversary. 
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everyone and everything.
 
The goal of this booklet is to highlight 
a number of successful programs 
implemented jointly by UNICEF and the 
Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. This booklet is like a diary 
and a family photo album. You can 
go through the pages to refresh your 
memories. 

This is a diary to remind us of all the 
sweet memories of this family, and of 
the most beautiful smiles… for Iranian 
children. 



© UNICEF Iran
Two girls in a class in school, Iran, 2003. 
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System. The name was changed to 
the United Nations Children’s Fund or 
popularly known as UNICEF. UNICEF’s 
mandate focused on providing food, 
primary health care and education to 
mothers and children. 

UNICEF relies on donations from 
governments and private donors. 
UNICEF also tries to raise awareness of 
children’s needs among governments, 
leaders, activist groups, mass media, 
local communities and the public. 
Also, contributions made by the 
national committees working with 
UNICEF are of great importance to 
UNICEF as is the cooperation between 
non-governmental organizations in 
developed and developing countries.

The Story of UNICEF: The Only United 
Nations Agency which Specializes in 
Children’s Affairs 

UNICEF was founded during the first 
session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on 11 December 1946 
through a decision made by consensus. 
Originally, it was named the “United 
Nations International Emergency Fund 
for Children.” The goal was to provide 
emergency food, medicine and clothing 
to children in European countries that 
had been devastated by World War 
II. In December 1950, the General 
Assembly extended UNICEF’s mandate 
to address the needs of children in the 
developing world. In 1953 it became a 
permanent part of the United Nations 



© UNICEF Iran
School boys are playing joyously in their break time in school in Karian village, Minab city, Iran, 2016. 
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protecting children. In 1965, UNICEF 
was awarded the Nobel Peace prize. 
This could be considered as a symbolic 
way to show that the well-being of 
today’s children means tomorrow’s 
world peace.   

The United Nations General Assembly 
proclaimed the year 1979 as the 
International Year of the Child 
and assigned UNICEF the task of 
coordinating the activities of that 
year, drawing attention from both 
developed and developing countries to 
the problems faced by children. 
In 1982, UNICEF launched an effort 
called the ‘Child Survival Revolution’ 
which introduced 4 areas to tackle 
aimed at saving millions of children’s 

UNICEF works with celebrities in the 
fields of culture, art and sports to draw 
attention of the public to children’s 
issues. In 1954, Danny Kaye, the 
American movie star, was elected as 
UNICEF’s Goodwill Ambassador. His 
movie ‘Assignment Children’ about 
UNICEF’s work in Asia was seen by over 
100 million people. 

In 1959, the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted “The Declaration 
of the Rights of the Child” which 
advocates for the protection of 
children and ensuring their access to 
basic services, including education, 
health, housing and proper nutrition.  
During the 1960s, the world's public 
opinion was ready for participation in 
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lives: growth monitoring, oral 
rehydration therapy, breastfeeding, 
and immunization. 

In 1989, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child was ratified by the 
United Nations General Assembly and 
entered into force on September 1990. 
Currently, 192 out of 193 countries in 
the world are party to the Convention. 
The Convention on the Rights of the 
child is the most rapidly and widely 
ratified treaty in history of the United 
Nations and UNICEF uses it as a 
guideline for its work. 

In 1990, the largest gathering of world 
leaders in history convened at the 
United Nations to attend the World 
Summit for Children. The Summit 
adopted a set of specific time-bound 
goals with respect to health, nutrition 
and education of children to be 
achieved in 10 years. 

The Special Session of the UN General 
Assembly on Children was held in May 
2002. The Session was a landmark, the 
first such Session devoted exclusively 
to children and the first to include 
them as official delegates. It was 
convened to review progress since the 



© UNICEF Iran/Salehi 
Primary School Children attending a UNICEF-supported Children's Day celebration in Tehran, Iran, 2011. 
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quality education for boys and girls. World Summit for Children in 1990 and 
to re-energize global commitment to 
children’s rights.
 
Today, UNICEF is active in more than 
161 countries, territories and areas as a 
committed partner to tackle problems 
faced by children and families and 
promote their rights. UNICEF activities 
are as diverse as challenges faced by 
children around the world, including 
promoting health care required for the 
best start in life, helping to prevent 
child mortality, promoting maternal 
health and delivery care, combating 
discrimination, and advocating for 
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Shortly after the end of Iran-Iraq war, 
following a visit paid by Mr. James 
Grant (the then UNICEF Executive 
Director) to war-torn provinces in Iran, 
the Project named “Rebuilding for 
Children” was launched to establish 
health houses and medical centers in 5 
war-torn provinces. 

Between 1988 and 1992, cooperation 
between UNICEF and the Government 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
expanded to other areas such as 
strengthening the health network 
of the country, maternity health 
programs, nutrition, combating 
micronutrient deficiencies (e.g. Iodine) 
and acute respiratory infections. At the 
same time, new projects addressing 

UNICEF in the Islamic Republic of Iran

UNICEF established an office 
in the country for the first time 
in cooperation with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in 1984. UNICEF had 
participated in different projects 
addressing Iranian children long 
before it had an actual office in the 
country. After the opening of the 
UNICEF office in Iran, UNICEF provided 
support to a number of health 
programs implemented in the country, 
addressing issues such as promotion 
of breastfeeding, immunization, and 
combating child diarrhea between 
1984 and 1988. In 1988, UNICEF 
provided support to Iran’s Child Health 
Campaign.  
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education were launched. Emergency 
relief was also provided to Iran, 
especially after severe earthquakes in 
Roodbar in 1990 and Bam in 2003.
 
In 1991, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
signed the Plan of Action adopted by 
the World Summit for Children in 1990. 
The UNICEF office in Iran helped the 
Iranian government with its efforts to 
achieve the goals set out in the Plan of 
Action. 

In the course of the extensive 
cooperation with the Government of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, UNICEF 

has always tried to provide to its 
Iranian partners the latest information 
and findings regarding children's issues 
as well as to provide information about 
Iran’s achievements and best practices, 
including in areas such as health and 
literacy, to other countries. 

Throughout its presence in Iran, 
UNICEF has assisted the efforts of the 
government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran to improve the situation of 
Children in Iran.

In the past decades, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has made significant 
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and growth contribute effectively to 
the welfare of the country’s children, 
safeguard earlier achievements and 
reduce inequities, in line with the Sixth 
Five Year Development Plan (2016 
– 2021) as well as sectoral reforms 
and policies, the United Nations 
Development Assistance Framework 
for 2017 – 2021 and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

progress on issues regarding health 
and well-being of children and 
adolescents, such as extensive 
immunization coverage, the 
eradication of polio, a national policy 
of universal salt iodization, reducing 
child mortality, and a significant 
increase in primary school enrolment 
rate. 

Now in light of the progress made 
and challenges ahead, a 5-year 
country programme has been jointly 
prepared by the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and UNICEF 
for the years 2017 to 2021. The new 
programme aims to support the 
Government’s efforts to ensure that  
the expected economic transition 



© UNICEF Iran
Young boys playing out under the sun in Bam City, four years after the earthquake. Iran, 2007. 


